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1. (C • Entire text.) ( " i 
Suamary 

2. Concern in Baluchistan generally has lessened over 
the conflict across tha border, following ehe overthrow 
of Bur Mohaaaed Taraki. So-callad progressiva* are said 
to have backed off froa open support of Kabul. Haver- 
th«l««e, not everyone is sanguine that Soviet troubles in 
Afghanistan will tie the USSR's hands. 

'3. Other conclusion* froa a recant visit to Baluchistan 
ares (1} tha local bodies elections left the province 
divided between a resurgent Pakistan People's Party and 
still-powerful sardars, although tha serdara as an 
institution may have taken a baatingi (2) President Zia- 
ul-Htg appears to hav« prepared tha people of Baluchistan 
psychologically for tha poatponeaant or cancellation of 
elections, bat thay disagree whether no elections would 
lead to confrontation with the StLA, and (3) despite tha 
apparent lessening of tension over Afghanistan, attitudes 
toward che U.S. raaain waspish. 

4. wo 



reporting separately on visits to eaeps housing 
tugees and guerrillas. 



End suawary . 
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A Cllaate of Relaxation 

5. Three months ago the threat froa Soviet-dominated 
Afghanistan causad tension in Baluchistan (reftel!. ¥• now 
find the concern has eased, reflect C*i<; the setback* the Soviets 
and their Khalqi allies Buffered in the intervening period. 
This was one of the conclusions we reached after talks with 

a cross-section of pecple in Quetta, Pishln and Chaaan September 
29 to October 3. 

6. whereas the prs- coup situation in Afghanistan had exacer- 
bated divisions between Baluchistan's two dominant population 
groups, the Baluchls and Pethans, and between the left and 
right, the issue now it«ai less divisive. 

7. Pathanu tbt is of their outrage over the killing of Taraki. 
(They accepted t.iat he had lost his life.) One Pathan explained 
that, while his people often and with lapunity dispatched members 
of their own families to the grave, they rarely couxed the op- 
probiua attaiied to killing a respected leader. The Baluchls. 

for their part, appeared siapiy to have calculated new odds 
as a result of the T«raki overthrow c d decided that Kabul's 
wave of the future crested out at r-ea. The leader of the 
national Democratic Party "in Baluchistan even predicted the 
break-up of Afghanistan. 

8. We also heard from several sources that the so-called pro- 
gressives, including Pakistan national Party President Ghaus 
Baksh BiJtanjo. had backed off froa open support of Kabul. (Over- 
tures that a close associate of Bixenjo aade recently to ua 

and the Embassy lend credence to these reports.) 

A Continued Caution 

9. Sot all those with whom we talked, however, were sanguine 
that soviet troubles in Afghanistan would tie the USSR's hands. 
The Soae Secretary, Colonel Abdul Aauf Khan, said that, if 
there was any relaxation of tension about Afghanistan, it was 
solely because of the passage of. tiae. People have becoae used 
to the fact that the Soviets are across the border and believe 
they have to live with it. Be and others thought the Soviets 
would be active in Baluchistan regardless of their success or 
failure elsewhere, and he personally regarded Bafeezullah Amin 
as a greater danger than Taraki. The Hoae Secretary said that, 
while Baluchistan is quiet, -invisible aoney" is flowing to 
certain elements in the province, nevertheless, he thought 
the problem was manageable, oaud Jan, the Khan of Kalat, gave 
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os * specific report of eras running » He said that ft groeolfj 
left-wing atabaci of the Karri tribe and foreigners believa* j 
to be Seat Europeans had passed through Seravan, Jahaiaw«A.^>,< 
and Xalat districts this soaser, distrlbcting lulasaeiko** ^i • 
•ad other weapons, plastic explosives, aoccy end provisions* .« 
The travelers vera said to hjve forecast v&r in the near .... 
future between Afghanistan end Pakistan, urging those to wbeo. 
they gave eras to store thea until hostilities end thea as* <M 
ihti against Pa-fclatanl supply lines. fc , 

PPP wakes a Dent la Baluchistan < *_*■ ' 

11. Another conclusion froa our talks in Baluchistan is 
that the local bodies elections held there Septestber 27 left 
the province divided between a resurgent Pakistan People's 
Party and still •'powerful urdirt, although soae observers 
claiacd that the sardara as an institution actually took a .■ , 
beating. : J 

12. It was gen«rally conceded that the PPP did what' it fails* 
to do during Bhutto's life, aake a respectable showing in 
Baluchistan. Even opponents of the PPP said that its seebere 
won about 15 percent of the seats. <Tbe PPP itself cialaed ^ 
a doubtful 50 to 60 percent.) The party's aost talked-aboot 
successes occurred in strongholds of the PHP's top leaders' 
vivh the 9^9 taking the aajority of the seats in Kekraa 
(Slsenjo's hoae districtJ and Lesbella (Attaollah Mental's). 

13. The strength of the sardars was aanifest in the laada**** 
belonging to the Karri and Bogti tribes, where the people -*'- 
siaply refused to allow the polls to take place. ta tribal ' 
areas where voting did occur, a group of iaportant sardars 
COoda Khan Serakxal, Kebi Bux lehri, Sheikh Oaar. Taj Mo tif.— si 
jaaali and Wawabxada Sher Ali Khan), who are supporting the. ^ 
Martial Uaw Adainietration, took active part, and their ^_ 
noalneos won a good nuaber of seats. " ( "V 

14. The real winners of the local bodies elections, howevar? * 
aay bo the relative unknowns who defeated established flg«*«a , 
or their candidates in virtually every corner of the province. 
Many of these new faces belong to the PPP. President 2Ia-«l~ 
Haq can' be expected to try to underaine their loyalty by ev*r<* 
ing thaa powers and influence. To avoid this possibility, the 
PPP it said to have chosen candidates who had suffered at the 
hands of the KLA. 
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15. Savaral parson* re««rk«d that tha victory of so aany 
anknown persona was a blow to th« eardara as *o institution, 
because i# nuecrooi loetcnces tribes voted against chair ova 
leaders. Th* Khcn of Kaiet said that. * n«w generation of 
eatlonalist* is aiierging. fad tap with the failure of the old 
leadership and prepared to look to outsld* source* for help. 
le aoc«d thee, lo eh* report of the^group traveling through 
SeXocbisten diatrifcuting *r»s, ie wis significant that the 
parsoas with vhoa the group w«* to coach w«r« aot well-known 
leftlat* lis* «$*aaral* Sharoff Karri but low-leval trib«s«*a. 
It thought tb* by-passing of th« leader* v<s aoro dangerous 
because it would be sore difficult for th* government to aonito. 
the activities of widely-scattered cribesaan thaa a few proai- 
aent persons. 

Th* Question of elections ...... 

16. Si* bad 'Visited Quect* Joet two day* before our arrival. - 
8c it known to have a«t publicly *ad privately with over SO 
proeinent cltisens of the province, aostly as aaabac* of tba 
group to who* he aad« hi* well-pobl icized reaarks casting 
doubt on the schedule for tba elections (ralaaabad 11036). 
Cubbed "tha Rotables" by local resident*, th* saabara of thi* 
group vat* for tha aoat part carefully ««l*cted supporter* 

of th* HUk. O r 20 allowed to question Sia, 19 celled oa hia 
to ca&cel the • -ctlona cad remain in office. 

17. Darin? a confidential convocation with raleeb Iqbal, 
the editor of the Baluchistan Tlaca . 8ia mi said by Iqbal to 
have *«k*d for a reassessment of Baluchistan, with particular 
aaphaala on the attitudes of alaenjo and lth* ir box Harri. 
Iqfcai concluded that Zi* had aade a teal with the Karris, 
citing in euppore of this hypoth*i i» the fact that th* kl* 
recently cave permission to both I hair Sua Karri and General 
fh«roff co leave the country* Sashia Chilrei, President of 
the KOP in Baluchistan, allayed chat Zi* baa alao bought off 
the radical Baluchistan students Organisation. Ma a* Id that 
tha federal Intelligence agency has hired eight aembers of 
tha SSO and that the provincial government »*t op ae organi- 
sation one aonth ago to find jobs for 8*Uchi »tud«at«« 

18. Whether or not Zia hta eed* any euch deals, he eppears 
to have prepared ?*ople of Baluchistan psychologically for 
tn 4nnoanc9a*nt postponing or even canceling the elect ions. 
Koae people with whoa we apoke were convinced election* would 
not take place. They disagreed, however, whether this would 
lead to confrontation between the province and th* MfcA. 
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,.. and Confrontation 

19. Leaders of the pugnacious ttazara tribe, which Makes up 

a significant part of the population of £uetta« believed that 
the non-participation of the PPP, KP? end PUP would effectively 
disenfranciae Baluchistan's totttiw" -o that, if the elections 
were bold with only the present iina-up of parties, the people 
of Baluchistan would rebel, porser Governor Mawab Akbar Ehen 
Bagti said that the people are fed op with aartial law and 
woo Id react violently were *n effort aa4e to proloog it. 
Cbslea Sarwar khan, a fomar »emb«r of th« PPP who was recently 
elected unopposed to the District Council in pishih, thought 
tb* parties would coea out on the streets If elections were 
not held. 

20. Those who thought co confrontation would occur argued 
that the trlbesaen who bore the brunt of the insurgency 
against Bhutto froa 1»73 to 1*77 bed »uf fared enough and were 
too tired to return to their sooactln hideouts, tugtl hlaself 
suggested a reason confrontation oight not prove successful whsn 
b* said that the Pakistan national Alliance, which had spear- 
headed the successful opposition to Bhutto in the spring of 1977 ( 
would not take to tha streets because the overthrew of she »LA 
would benefit only the PBA'e opponent, ohutto's PPP. Hohaaaed 
Caleb llandokhal. a long-tlae associate of Well Khan and Deputy 
Secretary General of the HOP, said chat his party would not 
Join other parties In confronting the KLA because the BDP 

does not oppose lie, who unlike ftbutto had done nothing against 
the MOP's leaders, Piealiy, eost of our contacts doubted the 
ability of the PFP to organise on effective protest. 

21. We e*e inclined to agree with thosa who discount the 
likelihood of a serious threat to the MLA arising frost Belttchistaa, 
because we find tholr reasons store persuasiva than the slaple 
assertions of others that there would be confrontation, we 

do not »**n that no violence would occ . only that the KtA 
should be able to contain it. 

Attitudes toward the O.S. 

22. Deapite the apparent lessening of tension over Afghanistan, 
attitudes toward the O.S. remain waspish. As a people, Ameri- 
cans continue to enjoy the friendship and sympathy of the »«3<>*- 
ity of people to whoa we spoke. But recent action* by President 
Carter to project a stronger U.S. presence in the Indian Ocean 
and the dear East have failed to alter the belief that the 0.5. 
has lost ground in the competition with the OSSR. for exaaple. 
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the Koae Secretary, e tough ex-Colonal charged with 
responsibility for the security of •alaebietea, erltielxed 
tha U.S. for not anticipating changes in Afghanistan end 
Iran and doing soaething co head the* off. 8e and others 
renalnad bitter About U.S. opposition to Pakistan's davelop- 
aant of nuclear technology, which th«y confusedly called 
peaceful whlla asking why we did not want Pakiataa to have 
tba boab. Oasr Khan Afridi, tha provincial Secretary for 
Planning aad Development, was troubled by tha iastabilicy 
of tba sob-cohtinsnt aad the gcnoral sense that tha U.S. 
was indecisive wbila the GSSS was oa tba offensive. Sugtl 
lectured us en our failure Co support allies. 

23. Kevertheless, wo found that aany of cba criticism* vera 
ba*«d on alsinforaation and, when presented with tba facts, 
tha critics were prepared to accept the possibility they 
were wrong. There was, for Instance, general satisfaction 
with the U.S. role in cbe aid-East peace calks, sad even 
a concession that the Palestinian Liberation organisation 
ought co recognize Israel. And while soae thought that 
tha U.S. should help tha aujahideen against the regime 
in Xabul, others agreed that it was wiser not to interfere. 
About the only specific suggestion wa received for 0.6. help 
was fron the winner of eha District Council seat in Plshin. 
H« urged as Co dlrecc o.ur economic assistance to che develop- 
a«at of the tribal areas, in order to weaken tha appeal the 
Afghaniacan governasnt has with its call "for a greater' 
Pakhtuniatan. A acdeat suggestion, froa a self-interested , 
source. 
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